
 
                                              
 

 

Performance Preview and Content Advisory 

 

Performances: January 31st, 2020 – February 16th, 2020 at the Rainier Arts Center in 

Columbia City, 3515 S. Alaska St., Seattle, WA 98118. 

Production Length: The show will run approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes with one 15-

minute intermission. 

Synopsis: In nineteenth century France, Jean Valjean is released from years of unjust 

imprisonment, but finds nothing in store for him but mistrust and mistreatment. He breaks his 

parole in hopes of starting a new life, initiating a lifelong struggle for redemption as he is 

relentlessly pursued by police inspector Javert, who refuses to believe Valjean can change his 

ways. Finally, during the Paris student uprising of 1832, Javert must confront his ideals after 

Valjean spares his life and saves that of the student revolutionary who has captured the heart of 

Valjean's adopted daughter. -Synopsis courtesy of Music Theatre International 

PARENTS NOTE: Only parents and guardians are qualified to determine what is appropriate 

for their children. This guide is a tool for families to decide if this production is right for them. A 

copy of the script can be viewed in our office. Please email office@broadwaybound.org to 

arrange a time to read it. There is also a recent movie adaption of the musical that is widely 

available.  

Suggested Rating: PG-13 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Script Content Details – Please note that the following contains plot spoilers. 

Violence: There are battles, fist fights, gang intimidation, and other acts of violence throughout 

the show. Many of the characters die by being shot during a battle. A lead character commits 

suicide by jumping off a bridge.   

mailto:office@broadwaybound.org


 
                                              
 

 

 

 

Language: Mature language is used periodically throughout the show. The word “hell” is used 

five times, the word “slut” is used once, the word “bitch” is used once, “whore” is used three 

time, the word “damned” is used twice, “ass” is used once, and “hussy” is used once.  

Sexual Content: There are references to sexual harassment and prostitution throughout the 

beginning of the first act. The song “The Docks (Lovely Ladies)” will have actors portraying 

prostitutes and their customers. No sex is portrayed onstage, but the lyrics are sexually 

suggestive and could be considered lewd and indecent. Another song, “Master of the House” is a 

comedic song but includes bawdy language and sexual innuendo.  

Alcohol Use: The songs “Master of the House” and “Drink with Me” features characters 

drinking alcohol. 

Other: Les Misérables depicts some of the harsh realities people faced living before, during, 

and after the June Rebellion in France. Some themes in Les Misérables include abandonment, 

violence against women, child abuse, the effects of poverty, death and the aftermath of battle. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reasons why Broadway Bound chose Les Misérables School Edition:  

When choosing shows for our seasons, we consider a variety of factors. We look for shows that 

have high artistic merit; if the show is relevant and interesting for our participants and audience; 

what kind of challenges the production offers by way of skill sets for all those involved; and if 

the show is available for licensing. Les Misérables gives the participants the opportunity to 

explore complex themes of ethics vs. morality, social justice, and the value of love, all through 

the transformative power of song. This epic and inspirational musical created by Alain Boubil 

and Claude-Michel Schönberg almost forty years ago shows that these universal topics are just as 

relevant today as they were in nineteenth century France. Broadway Bound aims to provide 

students with opportunities to explore these topics in a safe and welcoming space while teaching 

them skills in acting, movement/dance, and music in this ambitious production. This celebrated 

musical about love, courage, and hope is a testament to the survival of the human spirit in a time 

where we could all use a reminder of our strengths in the face of adversity.   


